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Tus is the affecting and gracious language ® 4 

Z of Paul, . the. apostle of Jesus Christ, when, +, 
approaching the end of life. In writing iq I 

Timothy, whom he calls his % own son in the ol | 
faith,” he had in view the recommendation of | 
the gospel of God, the grace of Christ, and the I 

necessity of fidelity in the ministry of the word. 
He contrasts this gospel, which he preached, 1 

ö with other stems of human invention, to 
chew its superiority. They are fables, and 
endless genealogies, which mi inister questions, 
e ren.” 42 „„ rather 


- . 


fulness, but vain janę ing; ;” a confused and 


And advantages which result from faith, good- 
* ness, purity, and love! All arts, all sciences, 
all religions, opposed to the glorious Sospel 31 
olf the blessed God,” are unsubstantial, vain, 
and inefficacious; are derogatory to God, 


5 itself, if trusted in for life eternal, is unlaw- 


py tion of the grace of Christ: grace in his cove- | 


EE grace towards sinners, even the thief of trans- 
. gressors; grace to pardon, and to save from ; 


- ry 5 
rather than godly edifying ;” 4 - whereas, « « the * 
end of the commandment is charity, out of a 


pure heart, and of a good conscience, and of 
faith unfeigned. How glorious is that plan 


which is proposed in the gospel, as though he 


might say, which commands and effects a 
good conscience, an unfeigned faith, and a 


pure heart; a heart filled, yea overflowing with 
love,“ or charity, to God, to angels, and to 
15 men While, on the other hand, nothing is 
produced by : & off © Swerving 5 en its truths and 


eonfusing sound, without those precious fruits : 


and Tuinous to man. Ey the law of God 
fully used, and becomes ws e to ee 
doctrine.” PER 255 


The a had * in viewa clear representa- 5 


nant designs; grace in his visiting the world; 


R wrath to come, with an n everlasting Salvation; ' 3 


00 


. 1 3 1 | 
grace, which. e was exceefſ ing. . with 


faith, and love which is in Christ Jesus.“ 


God, and made him the willing subject of the 


irm foundation for our faith and reliance; 5 


than: in 500 it. If 80; and if meh 


Grace, which stopped our apoatle when. in hie 
career of sin; grace, which turned his heart to 


\ 


blessed Redeemer ; . of this grace he became 4 
thankful recipient, and an ardent, preacher. 1 
thank Christ Jesus our Lord,“ says he, Who 
hath enabled me, for that he counted me faith - 
ful, putting me into the ministry; and the grags 
of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith, 
and love which is in Christ Jesus.“ The does 
trine of Christ, and of salvation e 1 
7 „ is the centre, life, and soul of all the | By = 
Therefore, he further declares, that this 
5 a Rad saying, and worthy. of all acceptar =" 
tion, that Lars Jesus came into the world to 
ave sinners. Christ saves; whom? Sinners... Q 
charming thought ! He stooped to earth for this: 
he bowed: his heayens, and came down. He 
came into the world” for this. What condescen- Be 
tion! What love! This was his errand! This 
was his design How wonderful! How gracious! Dy. 
Now, © this saying is faithful.” It is true: 
—the very truth as it is in Jesus. It is a 3 


loundation which will never fail the person 3 5 
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human probability of 5 ever e it was 
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tow be n ested in the gotious "tnitkactions 
recorded in this saying; yea, if even salva- 
tion itself he the happy result of believing it; 
surely then, it must be . worthy of all accepta- 
tion.“ Receive it in love, O ye sinners, sunk 
In sin and misery; receive it, and find, in 
that reception your pardon, peace, and joy. 
Let all,” every one of you, accept this faith- | 
ful saying: let no one reject it, in any land, in 
any state, in aby condition, in any eircum- 
stances for it is worthy” of all acceptation. 


OO trath and solidity; its beauty and glory; its 
©: muitablencss and blessings; its origin and divi- i © 
nity; its subjeet and aim; all of these crown Ml * 
ies p £ ing with worthiness indeed —a worthi- 1 
ness which infinitely surpasses the appretiation t 
of men and of angels for ever. How worthy it 80 
this saying which is addressed to and compte- hy 

| hends, not only sinners of the common sort I ln 

but also such as Paul once was, the « chief” of 2 
them all! How - worthy is this saying which e 
inspired him with hopes of mercy, when alf s 


He Had further in view, Mn this epivtle, to ener 

the necessity of fidelity in the ministry of the wor 
of life He seems to say to Timothy, and to offi 
55 minister; 2 Be n to the trust 1 l 


fere 


Vas 


You wish them to obt 1 
lem, in the dear name of our common Lord. 5 

Set before them the examples, the patterns, of 

his _ nog A as well as of his severity and 

of me, the chief, the 

ak FE Sinners. 800 that even I obtained 

mercy. Thus will you answer the ends of your 

mission, and your ministry will be an odour of 

life, to every one who Lets receives Four 


ob. Declare the whole bead of Got 
profane babblings, and 6ppositiotis of science, 


filely s0 called.” | Preach the erbss of Christ. 
Never lose sight of the grand design of His n- 
catnation and bloody sufferings,— the 'salvativi | 
of sinners. Prove to them that they lie under Int 
ein and condemnation ; demonstrate to them 
that it can only be by an interest in what he is, 
and what he has done, that they can escape 
from the wrath of God, and become inheritors 
of his heavenly kingdom. Welcome even sin- 
nets like me, of a criinson hue, to the merits 
and salvation of Christ; urge them to him 


alone for justification and acceptance with God. 


message of love.” 1 


God had done for his soul. He felt himself a dif. 
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St. Paul, in the words of our text; seems s fall _ 
almiring gratitude and sweet humility for what 


_ man from what he had * been, both _ 
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as to his state and his feelings. He once was 
living without God i in the world. He had not 
then obtained mercy. He was under the lay, 
7 and under its curse. But now he has ined 
mercy; and is not under the law, but under 
grace. He was once hardened, and rebellious 
against God: now, through grace, he i is a true 


DT penitent. His heart is humbled and broken. 


apparent 0BSTACLES which had been in the way 
of his obtaining the mercy he found. This en- 
hances and endears the blessing. The difficul- 


tte favour of receiving it the more wonderful 


e nis obtaining mercy. 


His language i is become supplicatory; 3 * Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do?” And, with 
_ adoration, sorrow, and joy, all delightfully 
| blended, he exclaims, I obtained mercy!” 
At the same time, looking back, he beholds the 


ties which mercy surmounted, in his case, made 


to himself; while it also shewed its on -_ 
"_ of similar triumphs. © 

Wie propose to consider three things : 

I. The apparent obstacles 1 in * character to 


II. The nature of that mercy which hs found 

4 an The e of God i in this ramps of} 

5 merey. 

Great God of merey, open 4 "Fon of many 

e thi * 8 . crying out for of mercy through 
t Chrit 


1 


own banden eonschtion, aid to a everla 1 


3 — ban tte 


8 Arranzvr Ossraclks. en 


es i The pride and prejudice of a superior i 
: education, not sanctified by the grace of 
God. It appears that his parents were above 
the commonalty, and probably of the higher 


class of society. His father was a citizen 
of Tarsus, a city of Cilicia, so nearly con- 


nected with Rome, that the citizens of the 
former were dignified with the appellation of 


Romans. Their children also were born free,” 


and considered as freemen of Rome, the first 
city of the world. This privilege, we find, was 
frequently claimed and urged by Paul, after he 
had submitted to the sway of Jesus the King of 
kings. Whatever might be the property of his 
: parents, it is plain they had influence enough 
to indulge him in a superior education. He 
was no stranger to the literature of Greece 
and Rome. Their own poets” are quoted in 
| his writings, and some of their expressions 
are 8anctified by his application of them, as 
| they now stand in the Epistles of the New 
= Testament, and in the Acts of the Apostles. 
"Ss he had $hydieg. 1 the best masters of elo- 
ih... he ene : 


. 4 * 55 


examined, and also after the character 3 


„... 


"x 10 1 
nee Ge be -daubhd,; hen tüb add 


rable specimens he has left behind bim are 


of him by the heathen critic Longinus. The 


finishing part of His education he received in 
the city of Jerusalem. Here it Was in the 
midst of seribes, rabbies, and dectors of the 
on Hebrew literature, and “ profited -miore 
than his equals,” at the feet of his eminent | 


tutor Gamakel. But, alas! he made pro- 


gress in pride also; and, doubtless, often zung 
with the master of the Roman ode, Odi profa- - 
num vulgus;” I despise the illiterate herd; or 
| adopted the language of the learned among the 
Jews, who said, This people“ the common, 
| —lowest class who know not the law, are ac- | 
[| urged.” Where grace does not preponderate, 
oral least make the balance even, pride, from 
the conceit of superiority, kicks up the beam, 
and the haughty mortal knocks his head 
against the stars. Along with the pride of 
the Pharisees, he imbibed their prejudices 
5 against the disciples of the Lamb of God, be- 
cause they were chiefly of the common people, 
nor was the person, character, work, or doc- 
tine of Christ less obnoxious. Thus he sat in 
5 4 seat a this. corner, and both created and 


e . increased £ 


his unde 


6 1 ; 
mereased his obstactes to obtaining the mere 
of that God, to whom pride is an abomi- 
nation, and who requires the ready, humble 


50. 


listener to the doctrine of the eross; the bless- 
ings of which are as open to the illiterate as to 
the Nl and the PE” wise: N 


. Neem d of the _ of al was an 
obstacle to his obtaining mercy; But, it madly 
be asked, how could he be ighorant, who had 
$6 many, means of information? Certainly his 
natural and literal knowledge was great, but 
ks 5pirituat and experimental knowledge of 
Cod was small. Small did we say? that was 
2 He had none at all of this kind of knows — 
"0 ledge. His own elucidation of this will be the 
best. When it had pleased God to reveal his 
Son in Him, | and to illuminate the H ET 
standing, then he was best able to 
| gpeak' to this point. He says, „The natural =» 
man feceiveth not the things of the spirit f 
God; for they are foolishness unto him; neither 
| Eati he know them, because they are spirituallß 
dliscerned.“ This he says to the Corinthians, in 
à general way of all men; and, lest any should 
think the Jevs were better than others, he says, 
„Their minds were blinded even unto this 
: tay vben! Moses 18 0 en is N their 
| 14 2 * 5 
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heart,” Where“ then, says he again, as to 


both Jews and Greeks, the wisest of mankind; 
Where is the wise? where is the scribe? en 


is the disputer of this world? Hath not God 


made foolich the wisdom of this world?“ 


Verily all men, in a mere natural state, are 
such as he describes them in another place; 
Having the understanding darkened; being 


| alienated from the life of God, through 
the ignorance that is in them because of 
the blindness of their heart. ” Now, if God 
has given the means of knowing his own way 
of salvation, and men have rejected the light, 
9 being blinded, through sin, by the god of 
this world; does it not tend to their own con- 
demnation, and operate as an obstacle to their 
obtaining mercy? God gave them not that 
blindness; sin has occasioned it; and who is ac- 
countable for it, God or they? Let us hear what 
God says concerning this ignorance, as an obsta- 


cle to mercy. It is a people of no understand- 


Wo therefore, he that made them will not have 
mercy on them, and he that formed them will 


shew them no favour.“ That is, dying in this 


ignorance of God in Christ, they cannot be 
saved. Hence we infer the necessity of ine 


inumination in order to salvation. 


3. Unbelief was another obstacle i in the way 


1 1 Ine of his obtaining Mercy. The true Messiah had 
eee appeared. 


bi 


lie 


b 18 1 


peared.” He came with his ctedentials i in his : 


hands. He accomplished ancient predictions ; 


he fulfilled the prophecies of old ; he wrought 
appropriate miracles : each of these demonstrated 
the truth of his assertions respecting his being 
the Son of God, the Saviour of lost mankind. 
As such he was worthy of all acceptation : but 
unbelief rejected him. They stumbled at 


that stumbling stone, and rock of offence.” 


The Jews, to whom he came, not only rejected 
him, through unbelief, but even ventured to 
viify his character. They denied and blas- 
phemed him. In this awful conduct, Saul of 
Tarsus joined them. He would not receive 
Christ, as the Lord of Glory. He blasphemed 
him as an impostor. The latter was a direct 
consequence of the former. And, as a vilifying 1 

of the name and character of our dear Redeemer, 
naturally flows from a rejection of him through 
unbelief, so we have here united them under 


the same particular. He was s guilty of both; 
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and both he acknowledges. | „ was before a 
blasphemer”—and (did it in unbelief.” Unbe- 

ef in these our days, though not accompanied 7 
vith open blasphemy, will as assuredly pro- 
duce an undervaluing of Jesus Christ as it did 

in the character we are now considering: and 
though there may | be an outward confesion of as 
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OS 
ME 
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* D 
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his heing the Saviour of the world, yet ther, 


may be no true dependence upon him, in his 
offices, character, work, and promises; if 80, it 
amounts to unbelief. The heart rejects him, 
The eountenance and condugt are set against him. 
be one is secret unbelief; the other is inferen- 
tial blasphemy. To shew what these oppose to 
obtaining merey, hear what he says, If ye 


believe not that I am, ye shall die in your ins.” 


Again, it is said, They could not enter in 

because of unbelief.“ And, again, He tha 
| believeth shall be saved; and he that velieveth 
not shall be damned. 


4. A conduet which called 1 vongeancs 


both from God and man, was a great obstacle 

t his obtaining mercy. Had justice been 

1 impartially administered, in the time of hi 
ring at a distance from God, he would have 
Iost that life which he had forfeited to justice 
8 Was, according to his own account, injuri. 
obus.“ That is, he did injuries to society; par 

| ticularly to the followers of the Lord Jesus; 
cContrary to the laws of God and man. Hi 
cberimes were enormous. Previous to the word: 
ol our text, he confesses having been a peme 
cCutor. To see his outrages against society, un 
must . the history of the church. It! 
3 Mid of bim! in che Acts of the Apos 


es. 40 85 


N 

5 yet breathing out threatnings and slaughter 
S against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the 
high pri 77 and desired of him letters to Da- 


mascus to the synagogues, that if he found any 
of this way, whether they were men or women, 


he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.“ 
Such a spirit as this ought to have been checked, 1 
in the first instance, by the magistracy, or by 
those who were acquainted therewith. But, how 
far he carried this spirit, and his designs into 
execution, we learn from another passage in his 
on words. I persecuted, this way, unto 
death, binding and delivering into prisons both , 


men and women.” After he had known the ; | 
Lord Jesus, he said, Lord, they know that I 


imprisoned, and beat in every synagogue them 
who believed on thee. And when the blood of 

thy martyr Stephen was shed, I was also stand- 
ing by, and consenting unto his death, and 

5 kept the raiment of wann that slew him.“ The 
crimes of outrage on peaceable society, and 
even murder, are here confessed. Well might 
he cry, Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, 9 


God of my salvation.“ Crimes which demand 455 


the blood of the culprit, are evidently great 


apparent obstacles to the Jy of oats to Eu 


ons. life. 5 


. Another 


„ 
5. Another barrier to the experience of merey 
was a dependence upon his own righteousness. 
After what has been said of his real character, it 
almost borders on the marvellous to say that 


| he depended upon what he was, and what he 


had done, for acceptance with God. Yet the 
truth of this cannot be doubted. Like all the 


Jews, he sought after righteousness, but did 


not attain thereto; because, with them, © he 


z sought it not by faith, but as it were by the 


works of the law.” 6 For they,” together with 
him, being ignorant of God's righteousness, 


and going about to establish their own righte- 
ousness, had not el themselves unto 


the righteousness of God.” He was more 


exceedingly zealous of the traditions of his fa- 
-thersy” ' who, our Lord says, made void the 


law,“ through them; and substituted the com- 


. mandments of men for the doctrine of God. 


The righteousness of the Pharisees, in | giving 


- 5 tithe" of mint, anise, and cummin,“ while 


1 the weightier matters of the law, justice, 


ED merey, faith, and the love of God,” were neg- 
lected, was his delight, at least, his aim. This 
woas his own, his boasted righteousness, in which 

he trusted. If any other man thinketh he 

| hath» whereof he might trust in the flesh, I 


more: Grcumcibet the eighth day, of the stock 


. ir = 


of the Hebrews ; as touching. the law, a Phari- 
see; concerning zeal, persecuting the church; 


blameless.” With all his deficiencies; with all: 


his outrageousness in society; he believed him- 


appear at his bar with a lie in our right hand! 


uch an one, but he was the chief of sinners. ; 


him to think none could be so bad as himself. 


© +4 a " 


VP zealous | 
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3 of the tribe of Benjiinin;-; an ** 
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touching the righteousness which is in the law,, 


his guilt ; with all his ignorance of the true 
spirit of God's word and righteougness; with all, 


self righteous! How awful! What a lesson! 
How. much jealousy over ourselves, should this 
instance inspire! Lest, if God should cut us off, 
trusting in such a righteousness as this, we Hwy = 


6. He was not a little sinner, if there can be. 5 


some think this was an aggravated opinion 
or himself; and that he ought to have soft- 
ened the phraseology. | It is, indeed, common 
for awakened sinners to think this epithet 
belongs to each of them. Each sees his own 
vileness in 80 strong a light, as to constrain ; 


God is. 80 pure, and he appears so impure to 
himself and before God, that be cannot but 


Ny, of sinners;/T am chief.“ But, Paul 
peaks matter of fact. He was, in a proper 
zense, the first of the sinners in his day. He 
vas the most daring i in sin. He was the most 


being at the head of sinners; all formed the 


8 e the ideas of pardon of sin, à thangt 


„ 
— against Christ, of any of them. lle 
headed the tebellion against the Lord, and 
„uinet his anointed. He was the captain, or 

chief, to lead on to iniquity, in the foregoing 
respects, thus rushiug forward to ruin ever- 
lasting. If any mercy be shewn, after the 
suppression of revolt and rebellion, shall it be to 
the chief? to him who promoted, organized, and 
ft bmented the horrid mischief? To him who set 
the example, 80 guileful, so poisonous, to his 
fellows? Reason and sound policy say, No. 
How strong is this objection then to a hief of 

| dinners obtaining mercy. 

T6 eonchade this part of the discourse; is 
8 pride and prejudice; his ignorance; his unbe- 
Hef and blasphemy; his offences against society 
and God; his own self. righteousness; and bis 


| 
a 
0 
a1 
greatest apparent obstacles to bis obtaining 


e oy wg „„ 


Þ - Tax NATURE or THAT IERCY HE FOUND, 


He obtained - merey. "This! Phrase in 


of heart, and a saving knowledge of Jesu 
Christ. These he obtained from a merciful an 

5 . 5 God. H ins, thoug 
man 


t 0 1 


many, were all forgiven ; and his transgreasiong 
were all blotted out by a thick cloud. Divine 


of the law of a holy God. The atonement 
made by the blood of Christ was accepted on 
his behalf, and the meritorious obedience of the 
_ = God was reckoned to him for righteous- 


1. the family of God; and he who had been 
an enemy to the whole church, is now no 
longer a stranger, a foreigner” or a perse- 
cutor, but © a fellow-citizen with the Saints, 
and of the household of God.” The Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ became a father to him; 
and freely bestowed on him the inheritance of 
ternal life, with all its fulness and blessedness, 


if salvation. - 


CSU 


N as he journeyed to IL 


a 
ug 
any 


justice ceased its quarrel with him as a breaker 


Through the Beloved he was adopted 


He became an heir of God, and a joint heir” 
with the beloved Son of God. The Spirit of the 
Lord. was commissioned to prepare him for glory, © 
and to give him the earnest of it in his heart: 

nd the heavenly host, those sons of light, were 
lestined and appointed to minister to * air I 


But it was also a 8 _ of hls mercy 5 
at he was changed in his heart and ways. He 
alt the energy of the word of the. Lord. When 


said, 8 Saul, Saul, why persecutest ti thou : : 
. me? 
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3 fable union of the divine and human natures in 


munication to men; as possessing the stores of 
= boundless and incxhaustible. No for mil- 


— 
me de he could no longer resist. He . had 
been a lion in the midst of a defenceless 
flock, now became a lamb. The enmity of his 
heart was slain by the two-edged sword of the 
Lord Most High. His heart was softened like 
wax within him, and the lovely 1 image of Jesus, 
fairer than the sons of men, was impressed 
upon it. Thus Christ was formed in him, the 
hope of glory. The love of God was shed abroad 
in his heart, and the purity of God became his 
admiration, desire, and delight. Tears of sorrow 
for his sins, and tears of qratitads and joy for 
the mercy he had just obtained, doubtless united 
their streams, fast flowing down a face now beau- 
_ tified with sweet salvation, exhibiting religion if 
in its loveliest attitudes. His views of the Lord 
Jesus were at once interesting, noble, and en- 
dearing; ; whose titles, characters, and achieve- 
ments, appeared dignified, suitable, and splen- 
did. His mind dwelt with strong emotions of 
admiration, pleasure, and praise, upon the inet- 


5 his mysterious person. He beheld him as every 
way qualified for bringing many sons unto 
glory; as the happy medium of all divine com- 
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| Hons of sinners; as a person of inconceivable 
and infinite worth; and as being that to which 
the soul of a saint clings, as its chief good and 
only joy for evermore. Hence he was charmed, 5 
he was transported at the dear name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.“ Nothing could satisfy 1 5 
him but Christ. He was willing to sacrifice all 
to the will and honour of his laws Lord; and 
to serve him disinterestedly, at the hazard of 
life and of every thing dear to man. His 
love to such a friend, to such a master, to 
such a Lord, swallowed up the love of self, 
and inflamed his soul with a true ambition. 
Ambition to conquer the world; not for him- 5 


self, but for Christ. Ambition to suffe. 1 5 


take pleasure, says he, Y take plensure 8 5 


infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in per- 
3 secutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake: for 


when I am weak, then am I strong.“ Leet 1 


behold the spirit of this man in the following ; 
words of his, © What things were gain to me, 
those I counted loss for Christ; yea, doubtless, 8 
and J count all things but loss, for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord: for whom T have suffered the loss of all 
things, and do count them but dung that 1 may 


. win Christ, and be found in him, not having | 


| my own righteousness, which is of the lau, but 
0 * . tha 


"To —- 
that which" is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness which is of God by faith: that 1 
may know him, and the power of his resurrec- 
tion, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being 
_ made conformable to his death.” 'Admirable 

language! beautiful and ennobled sentiments ! 
But no wonder, for he had obtained mercy. * 
2. He obtained mercy notwithstanding every 
_ - obstacke thereto. This seems to be the force 
of the particle howbeit;“ (C.“) But.“ 
It is as if he should say, J confess the obsta · 
cles to my obtaining mercy vere very great 
indeed, yet, after all my sins, and all their 
aggravations, my offended God is reconciled, 
s pacified towards me, after all that I have 
done. I grant it is wonderful, but so it is, I 
have obtained mercy; I am a miracle of grace! 
Mercy shines the brightest after scattering the 
black shades in which the chief of sinners was 
1 inveloped. The strength of mere | appears 
omnipotent, when it removes such mountainous | 
obstacles as stood in its way to the sinner Paul. 
| Mercy seized its beloved prey, with the swiſt- 
ness of an eagle, and soared aloft with it to 
the skies, while thousands stood, astonished, 
gazing on. When boasted human nature had 
gione its length to beggar and to ruin itself, in 
5 dan * Tarsus, divine 7 in an unexpected 
moment, 
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moment, poured its immensity of riches. an 


the lap of the needy; to retreive bis affairs, 


to conquer and reign in his heart, and to create 
a wonder, in heaven and earth, at the ans 


| hble profusion of its adorable goodness. 


3. But let us now more particularly ated to 


88 of this mercy which he found. 


The word of God is full of its praises; and the 
visdom of God has applied many epithets tio 
it, which are descriptive of its nature. To some 


of these let us now attend. 


The merey of God to a sinner is Sovereign od 
n He is under no obligation to shew mercy 
to any. Considering that all have sinned, and 
that the wages of sin is death, what injustice 
would have been done to any of us, if we ha 
all been made vessels of wrath ? What ground f 
claim have we, in ourselves, or in our works, to 3 
| the mercy of an abused God? Have we any na- 
_ tural right to it? No; by no means. Can we 
procure it by any thing we can offer to him? 
Have we money, or bave we price, to pay for it? 
Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor the 
beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt- offering.“ 
Thousands of sheep for a sacrifice, ten thousand 
_ rivers of oil, and floods of briny tears, are in- 


adequate to the purchase of mercy. G0d will 
gi, mot all He vill give it 10 whom le 
"of „ 
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. ther place. We ourselves also were foolish; 
1 disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and 


which he shed on us For (richly) | 


[4] 
please, or withhold it according to his ow n 
will. He saith to Moses, I will have mercy 
on whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
eompassion on whom I will have compas- 
sion. $0 then it is not of him that willeth, nor 
= him "hid runneth, but of God that sheweth 
mercy.“ No design of a man's will, no struggle, 
even when every nerve is on the stretch, can 
wrench the blessing of mercy from his sove- 
reign hands. Ile will have the honour of 
giving it, in a sovereign way, when it is com- 
pletely out of the reach of human exertion. 
Our apostle ſketches this property of it in ano: 


pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, 
and hating one another. But arTER THAT the 
* Kindness and love (or pity) of God our Saviour 
h toward man appeared, not by works of righte- : 
ousness which we have done, but according to 
his mercy he saved us, by the washing of rege- | 
neration, and renewing : of the Holy Ghost; 


- n Jesus Christ our Lord.“ 
pes also mercy abends Though God 2 
is sqvereign in the bestowal of merey, yet he is 

 sinner's highest and widest expectations. Where 


e 
he expected a single drop, there descends the 
eopious shower. Where he hoped to receive 
an alms of one mite, he finds the collected || 
treasures of a thousand ages, the masy ] 
mountain of solid gold. As far as a single 
step is exceeded by the globe's circumfer- 
ence, or, as high as the heavens are above 
| the earth, even to the illimitable distances f 
unbounded space, so far does God surpass aal! 
expectation when he sheweth mercy. © The 
Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 
and plenteous in merey. For as the heaven is 
high above the earth, so great is his mercy to | 
them that fear him.“ Thus sang the Psalmist | 
and thus will every saved sinner sing. We read | 
I 
| 


also of the riches of this lovely aitriluts: —_ il 
bleging. © We were by nature children of i 
wrath, even as others. But God who is Rien i 
in mercy, hath quickened us together with | 
Christ.“ The riches of mercy are inexhau - | 
tible, yea © durable riches” in the estimation f 
the wisdom of God itself, which cannot be dle. 
ceived. O how rich, how happy must that | 
person he, who can say experimentally, © Bleed — | 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus A | 
which according to his abundant mercy hath 8 1 
begotten us again to a lively hope, by the re- 7 5 
 Surrection. of J esus Christ from the dead, to an 
nan | | inhe- 


en 


inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, m which 
fadeth not away!“ For him all things work to- 
ee for Wn: * life 2 W are _—_ 


| Ie — of this: andthe hin not- bs 
_ overlooked. : There is a manner of bestawing A 
favour which lessens its value to the receiver; 
and, there is also a manner of þestowing 
which doubles the gift in the esteem of him 
who receives it, and which endears both the 
1 donor and his benefit to the heart. That deli - 
14 cacy in giving which marks the person of true 
politeness and taste, is eminent in God. He is 
tender of the feelings of a penitent, and in the 
design of salvation, as well as in pardoning the 
guilty, nothing can possibly equal his exquisite 
sensibility. Did he send his only, his beloved 
Son, to save a wretched world from sinking 
altogether into the fiery grave of everlasting 
1 death? This was * through the tender mercy 
of our God; whereby the day-spring from on WM | 
- High hath visited us, to give light to them that WI | 
sit in darkness, and in the shadow aden 
. guide our feet into the way of peace.“ The 
4 FR sinner, who watches for mercy's dawn 
4 B upon his soul, as those who wait for the morn- 
ing, will avail himself of this sentiment in bis 
—_— to. the _— scat. He wall humbly, 

5 though 
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cies blot out my transgressions.“ 


is thy zeal and thy strength, 


lasting. Thus he will fly to the melting pity of 


bosom for her lovely babe. 


fast with him.“ 


ad eagerly, say, Have merey upon me, 

O God, according to thy loving kindness: ac- 
cording unto the multitude of thy tender mer- 
6 Look 
down from heaven, and behold from the habi- 
tation of thy holiness, and of thy glory: where 
the sounding of 
thy bowels, and of thy mercies towards me? 
are they restrained? Thou, O Lord, art our 
Father, our Redeemer, thy name is from ever- 


a father's heart, and to a tenderness infinitely 
surpassing the tenderest * of a RIAL $2 


Further, it is mercy given. by Annan: Ia os 
the covenant of grace, the Lord Jesus is the 
zurety, mediator, and grand repository of all 
blessings for guilty men. Mercy, among other 
blessings, is given him to bestow upon the 
guilty, in that covenant which was made before 
the existence of earth or skies. God says of 
bim, I have laid help upon one that is mighty 
I have exalted one chosen out of the people. 

I will make him my first-born, higher than the 
kings of the earth. My mercy will I keep for 

| him for evermore, and my covenant shall stand 
He who was without sin alto- . 
mne, no mercy for himself; but as he 
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was etiators of the coottinat” mercy Was 
wanted by guilty rebels, for whom he. under- 


took; it was therefore stipulated for, and 
granted in this covenant, that it might be sure 


to all the seed. In consequence also of this 
covenant, it is mercy everlasting to those who 
obtain it. This Ea of it is much cele- 
brated in holy song. The merey of the Lord 


is from everlasting to everlasting to them that 


fear him.“ This is the burden and the joy of 


the song; „His mercy endureth for ever! 


"This is the chorus after every solo! Here is your 

CA Security for life eternal, O ye, "who, | ransomed 
buy the blood of Christ, have fled to him, with 

breaking hearts, as ta 5 your vals _ and 
f mn . "IT A 


5 ul. Tus DESIGN oF ; Canis IN THIS. EXAMPLE 


or MERCY- 
God is wlan) wise. If a wise man u Would 


: uin act upon a plan, and with a design, in 


what he does, in order to attain a proposed ob- 


ject and end, surely much more will a being 80 
comprehensive in knowledge and wise in coun- 


sel as Jehovah is, act according to a fixed de- 


sign to accomplish a certain end. He never 


changes his plan, from a momentary impulse, like 


Jour” weak, bewildered mortals, who know not 
a 5 1 what 


t 0 1 


what a day may bring forth; As God knows 
all things that shall ever happen, in all parts of 


his wide dominion, so he is able to execute a 


variety of purposes by one individual act. He 
can make one circumstance produce another in 
infinite progression, till at last every one reaches 
its destined end in the ultimatum of his de- 
signs. As a stone cast into water, by one 
zingle and immediate stroke, creates circle after 
cirele, till the whole surface is agitated ; so the 
lichting down of the arm of the Lord of hosts, 
in one instance, in the moral world, gives a 
shock more or less, visible or invisible, nearer 
or farther off, till the concussion is felt to the 
bounding shores of what he first intended. 
Here is a merciful and gracious act of the God 
of Jacob, in the calling and conversion of the 
chief of sinners. This was from a noble design 
in the divine mind, and to promote ends which 
were glorious and benevolent. Let us deen 
| what they were. » 
1. He designed hikes to FIT is n 
long-ouffering, forbearance, and patience. That 
in me Jesus Christ might shew forth all long- 
suffering. Ile had noticed the rankling en- 
mity of Saul's heart; the wilful, and obstinate 
resistance he had made against the lawful autho- 
rity of the great Immanuel: and the tyranny 
0 188 of " 
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he had exercised over che conseienees of those 


who were only accountable to God for their re- 
ligious sentiments. Pharisaical pride had pro- 
voked the eyes of his jealousy. He had in 
vain exhorted this man to yield up his heart to 
bim. He saw the attempts of this young dis- 


ciple of Gamaliel to wrest the sceptre out of his 


oon hand, and to blot out the name of Jesus 
from the earth. He had seen the affliction of 
ns dear disciples, and had heard their groanings, 

from their houses and dungeons, where the 
_ eruel hands of Saul were driving the iron into 
their very souls: nor was the mingled blood and 
tears of his dear martyr Stephen yet forgotten. 


Had he no power to resist the inroads of such a 


wolf as this, making havock of the flock ? 
Had he no wisdom to circumvent this foe ? no 
mmare in which to entrap him, and shut him up 
8 in darkness, infinitely thicker than that which 
reigned in Judea's dungeons? Had he no sense 
of his own insulted honour ? Mighty Conqueror, 
arise! Brandish thy triumphant sword, and 
make- it drunk with the blood of Saul of Tar- 
sus! Seize, O Lord of Hosts, the thunderbolts 


8 flaming wrath, and drive his soul to ever - 
lasting death and hell!—But, stay! I think I 


5 Ne e No This is a vessel of 
merey "202 * . thy design. 


It 
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It is glorious. see thy honour in thy forbear» 
ance. I behold thee glorious in thy long suf- 
fering. - My own weakness appears in my readi- 
ness to lay hold on vengeance ;- thy strength, 
thy power, thy goodness are displayed in 
waiting, till the n 1 with“ all nod 
zuffering !”. _ as EKR 

2. This extanple\ Was given withia a view of ex- 
hibiting mercy as a specimen, or pattern, to all 
following ages. In this example we may see 
what mercy 1s. . Here we contemplate what it 
can do, and how far it extends: Here we be- 
hold its loveliness, its beauty, its desirahleness 
and its triumph. Or, if we take another 
allusion, here is an earnest of. what it is 
in itself, and what it will prove at any Wen 
period. As the painter makes the dead canvass 
blush with the similitude of living beauty; as 
the dexterous statuary softens the rude marble 
into 8ymmetry and graceful form; as the skilled 
mechanic proves the force of his machine by 
his nicely formed model; or as the tradesman 
zhews the quality of goods by a fairly selected 
sample: so, in this instance, the Holy Spirit 
deli ghtfully exhibits the form, the proportions, 
the powers, the qualities, and the advantages « of 
mercy divine. Its beauties never fade; its just 
proportious never alter; its power never fails; 
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| iss qualities never vary; its advantages are 
1 infinite. Mercy like this, and thus exhi- 
bited, is every way calculated to arrest atten- 
tion; to raise admiration; to excite desire; 
and to inspire the penitent, though chief of 
sinners, with hope, with love, with joy, with 
praise. A proper view and sense of it will have 
aà greater tendency to humble and to break the 
heart, than any kind of punishment displayed 
in its most terrific form. This apostle therefore, 
ever united te Trumpet and the Harp” in his 
ministry *. The shrill clarion was unison with 
the melting music with which mercy softens the 
adamantine rock, and soothes to harmony the 
dissonance of; guilty fear. Lovely specimen, 
let me view thee! Charming melody, let me 
sten to thee, till my heart dissolves i in undis- 8 
eee it de li r $ 
3. The design of God in this „ ol 5 
5 ee g and mercy, was also general use- 
fulness. It would have been worthy of himself, 
it he had confined it to the advantage of the 
. e thus 2 e benefitted vp Such a dis. 


— 2 
r 
r 


* This allen 1s —_ 3 to two 8 Dis 

; courses, with the above title, lately published by my worthy 
and honest friend, the Rev. George Jerment, Minister of the | 
Scots Seceding Church, ar OOO London— | 
8 Sold by Conder, 5 
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examples are made, either in vengeance hs 


mercy, they ought to look beyond the present = 
victim, or the present ſubject of lenity, restora- 
tion, or advancement. So God, in this instance, 


embraces, more than one object. He means, heres 


by, to draw many from the error of their ways, 
and to save a multitude of souls from death. 
Who can tell how many have been encouraged 7 

by this example? How many thousands have re- 

| ceived comfort from this pattern? How many of 

our fellow sinners have gone to glory relying 
on the mercy which was 's0 eminently expe- 2 

| rienced. by one? Considering this, is it not an : 
injury to community to conceal particular in- 
stances of the mercy of our God and Saviour 8 
ring- leading sinners, after such a blessed and | 
efficacious . example? We only throw out 


the question, let others answer it. The lan- 


guage of our text, taken altogether, is to this 
effect, « Alas! I had made myself vile, botn 
in the sight of God and man! My sins were 
very grievous, and very heinous. I confess it, : 
with an overflowing heart of sorrow. I knew 
not that I was in such imminent danger, from 
my transgressions ; ; but God awakeued me, the 


8 chief 


„ play of his superabounding goodness. His aim 
was, however, far more extensive. He 1 5 
an universal good in what he did. When 
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chief of sinners. He caused me look on him 
whom 1 had pierced, and mourn. He gave me, 
_ guilty rebel, he gave me the tokens of mercy in 


my heart. O what shall I do for his great name? 


How shall I spend and be spent to his glory? 
How $hall my guilt and my mercy be so made 


known as best to promote his glory, to advance 
his kingdom, and to save the souls of my felloy 
men? Glory be to his love, to his mercy, to his 


grace; he anticipates all my designs of publish- 
ing this mercy to criminal transgressors! He 


has made me, even me, an example to all 
mankind! My pardoned sin, my obtained 


mercy, shall not be lost to coming ages. They 

shall join with the angelic host, with ane, with 

the myriads of ransomed sinners, and sing, 

Now unto the King immortal, invisible, the | 

N only wise God, be honour and glory for ever 

ES and ever! Amen.“ 0 God, how admirable are 

thy specimens of mercy,” and thy designs in 

 #hewing them to sinners! May each example 
fill the universe with sounding praise! 


| You, to whom these words are address 


What are you : r Recipients of mercy, or children 
of wrath: This question must be answered at 
the bar of God. How well is it * be enabled 


now to say, 1 obtained mercy.” How differ 


ent 1 1s n to the sorrous of the second death, 
| 7 vented 
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vented i in ever heaving sighs, and in the wage | 


of eternally gloomyWespair, *Woe is untome!'L 
never shall obtain no, never—never shall obtain 
mercy! Consult the mighty difference hetwixt 


the wages of sin and the gift of God. No 
contrast so great! No risk so full of serious 
venture! No profit and loss can equal this! Let 


this momentous business be settled first of all; 


and if it be settled in your favour, esteem every 
thing else comparatively mean. Shielded in se- 
curity itself, march on, and keep your heavenly 
way. The difficulties are trifling : The end will 
be glorious. The long suffering of God our Sa- 
viour is displayed in Four characters; divine 
mercy appears glorious in your pardon and con- 
racious admittance into the 
regions of light will add to the immense mass of 
evidence, that this . 0 Man, Jesus Christ, 8 
- * receiveth sinners, of whom, in your own way, 
each will appear to be chief.” But, should these 
E warnings, these encouragements, these examples 
fail, with respect to any of you, what remains? 


version; and your 


FE. A fearful looking for of fiery indignation, ” 
J roused and heated to seven-fold vengeance 


| Mercy received is the crown of blessedness : 
merey abused is that additional weight which 
_ grinds you to powder. Mercy rejected, closes | 
Ly the. | gates. of hell upon you, for ever: mercy 
: VT received, 
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the Lord with an everlaſt 
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If mercy, at last, 


f | 


you, alas 


done ! But if mer 


in 


bl 


to condemn 
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you are un 
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Join 
you are saved 


ſalvation 4 


the gates of the celestial c 
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ſubject* which we wish this day to improve, I mean 


till a few days before his execution, it cannot 


What I shall say respecting him, previous to my 


at Newgate, any farther than as both were 


aum, both chiefs of sinners, each in his own. 
way; both as having, I really believe, obtained 
mercy, votritiecadiog numerous obstacles 
and both as being, each in his own degree, 1 
patterns of the long-suffering and goodness ß 
God our Saviour, to them who may hereafter 7 


believe on him to life everlasting. : 
The father of J ohn Osborn aaa was a 


2 


— 


RR 


1LEI us now proceed more e particularty t to the 5 


the untimely death of John Osborn Dauson. 
Not having had the least acquaintance with him 


be expected I should give a copious account of 
his character before the time of our first interview. 5 


first visit, must, therefore, be taken from other 
sources than my own knowledge; chiefly from 
a memoir of his own writing, deposited with 
In doing this, it is not my intention to _ 
045 a parallel between that eminent man of 
God, the Apostle Paul, and a criminal executed 5 


3 5 'reqpectable 
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: 1 
respectable man, and Eployed under an 
eminent surveyor in Vork hire. There is rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe he might have had the coun- 
tenance of many of the gentry and nobility 
of this kingdom; 3 but he removed from 
: hence at an early period of life, with his con- 
sort, to the West Indies, whither he had 
been invited by an uncle of Mrs. Dawson, a 
man of property residing in the island of St. 
Kitts. There our Dawson was born, July 17, 
1774. Providence, however, did not long con- 
tinue the father to the child, for he left his 
widowand children, to lament his loss, When under 
the age of twenty-six. Soon afterwards | they 
i embarked for England, where, on their arrival, he 
was taken by his grandfather, Who tes|ded at a 
village near Bury in Suffolk. Here he received the 
first r rudiments of his education, and here also first 
; appeared that spirit and disposition which wrought 
at last his oyerthrow. At an early age, Says 
he, oe | spirit of generosity and humanity x m Ake 
51 my disposition, and to such an excess was the 
former carried, that I have often been severely 
chastised for it; as whenever I had any money 
given me, I could never bear the idea of layiug 
it out upon myself, but I must treat with it, as 
far as it would go, my school-fellows,” This 
greatly endrared him to them, as vell as to all 
| | TONE | 


5 0 


bis friends $0 that his company was peculiarly - 
desirable. At the age of something more than 


twelve he was sent to a school at Kensington Gra- 


of his uncle. Without entering into the par- 


the leading 


0 4 gs = 


vel Pits, kept by Mr. Young, of whose goodness 

and ability he spoke very highly. Here he re- 
mained about three years, when he was ordered 
to prepare for a voyage to his uncle at St. Kitts, 
from whom he had great expectations, his uncle 
having no family of his own. His life, while at 
Kensington, wasstill marked by the spirit of gene- 
rosity we have before mentioned. It appears, by his 

own account, that he never was a severe student; 

yet his attainments were by no means despicable, 

and his education upon the whole may be called _ 
liberal, He embarked for the West Indies in 
February 1790, and was very kindly received by _ 
his uncle. He was soon placed on an estate to bo 
learn the business of a planter. This he hal © 
chosen, because it so much resembled the life of | 
2 farmer, to which he was strongly attached: : 

It ems he did not entertain the best opinion 


ticulars of this gentleman's character, there 
was one trait in it which directly clashed with 
ture in the character of Dawson. . 
He was penurious to a fault. When a young 
man, a friend of our Dawson, left the island, he 
became the RIOT" of his uncle 8 busi- 


„ * 4 
ness. At this period his company was much 
courted by the young men of the island. He 

could sing a good song, which was a great ac- 

quisition there. But singing and company were 
his bane and his snare. He was also obliged tc 
become a soldier. He was in the militia of the 
island; vas often upon garrison duty; sometime 
up two or three nights in a week in that un 
healthy climate; he acquitted himself well 
and received his wages in empty praise. Hi 
uncle had occasion to come to London to ett! 
some business; and the chief part of his affai 
in the island was committed to the care an 
management of Dawson. Upon his return fro 
England, and his examination of the account 
during his absence, he found that Dawson ha 
exceeded the sum which he had allowed hi 
by nearly 501. which is somewhere about 29 
sterling at a regular exchange. This gave hi 
very great and serious offence ; and though 
was explained to him by their mutual frien 
that this expence was inevitable, considering tl 


1 


terial circumstances, yet so great was his love 


þ 
1 
rise of provisions in his absence, and other n 
\ 
£ 


money, and so severe his disposition, that 
never forgave him. Of course Dawson \ 
under the necessity of returning to England 


poor as he left it, Kreer in knowledge. 
1 1 2 certai 


"I +. 41 . | wh 

certainly had, expected to have Poege msd a 

handsome pr roperty on the death of his uncle, 

but his hopes were blasted. and withered away. 
WH Upon his coming again to London, he was 
kindly received by be. much respected father- 
in-law, (his mother having married again) and 
as ituation was procured for him in a mercantile 
bhhouse of great repute in the city. He soon 
agaſterwards heard of the death of his uncle, who, 
"F though he left several legaties to other branches 
i of the family, cut his * nephens,. off graciously 
| with five shillings! Speaking after the manner 
of men, and according to human probability, 
had this man possessed the forgiving temper of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, Dawson might have 7 
been yet living, and placed i in a situation su- 
perior to any temptation to the crime Re 4 

gery. 1. is painful to see passion carried to | ; | 

the grave; more painful still for a near rela- 
tion to sink the rising prospects of a lovely 
youth into everlasting night, for the value of 
nine and twenty pounds! Paltry sum! let me 
blot thee out of my memory to eternity ! ' + 
whenever J hear thee mentioned, let me silently . 
execrate thee, tor Dawson's sake! Yet, doubt- 
less, God over ruled even a this, eventually for 1 9 
his good. nite oO _ 


ehe 


( 42 ) | 


The generous spirit which ha, possessed, as 
already noticed, never left him, but ted * 
still more and more to a foolish and guilty ex- 


cess. An unbridled, yea almost unbounded 


liberality, far beyond his regular means of sup- 


125 p ertin. g, was the consequence thereof. To such 
extravagance was it carried, that game, poul- 


try, fruit, toys, wine, &c. &c, were almost con- 


tinually pouring in upon one friend or another, 
as presents from him. He lamented to me that, 
in order to keep the minds of his friends quiet | 
in receiving his presents, he had often been 
guilty of the sin of lying, by assuring them 
that what he gave them were presents to him- 
self. What I have further to add, to the time 
of my first visiting him in We ee shall be 
given in his own words. — 5 
he, © into the associations 20 the commence» 
ment of their being embodied, which was the 


LU entered,” says 


forerunner of my present unhappy situation. 


It led me much into company, and my singing 
2 good song only contributed to ruin me, My | 
company was more courted than ever. Con- | 

- 8equently, expense ensued. Yet I did nothing 


to gratify myself particularly, so much as to 
make presents to some one or another. If I 


vent into a man's house three times, I could - 
not 8⁰ 2 fourth n, 1 took or sent him some- 


some- 


11 
and the misfortune which has occasioned my 
death has arisen from two causes; a deference 
too unguarded to the ambitious and expensive 
display of loyalty, and a generosity and sym- 
pathy too unbounded. The fatal money was 
destined to a project, which had it been accom- 


cealed the means of effecting it, but have 
worked the happiness and prosperity of many. 

As it failed, it has involved me, and those 1 
f love, in calamity. Bacon, in one of his Essays, 
says, In charity there is no excess, neither can 


find it otherwise to my cost. I sought to relievs 
those I knew in need of help. I missed my 


_ eircumstance be remembered. My conduct in 
the last act is dictated by a devotion to the 
feelings of those I love. In proportion as the 
world! becomes nothing to me, those I have an 
5 affection for 1 in it, and am about to leave be- 
hind, are more and more the objects of my 
tender concern and entire devotion. These are 
. the reasons which have caused my ignominious 
death. They will, therefore, be assured I have 
cConsulted their feelings and comfort in all 1 


my 


plished successfully, might not only have con- 


angel or man come in danger by it.” Alas! 1 8 5 


aim, and lost my life! Let this hitherto hidden 


; __— do. Such is ba 1 and 80 powerful _ 5 


_ 


_n _» en 
3 an 


evening before he suffered. I am fully per- 
suaded he did notintend to deceive me; conſe- 
quently I take his own account to be true; but 
what he intended particularly to do with the 
money I know not. I did not ask him, as 1 
wished to have no secrets laid upon my mind. 
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my sense of it. — This account was written the 


I now come to that part of his life which 


brooms the most interesting to me. It appeared 
that God had laid the eternal concerns of this 
young man upon the hearts of several serious 
persons, one of whom is a member of this 
church. They had taken pains to get several 
ministers of the gospel to visit him before I saw 
him; and for whose visits he always appeared 5 
to be thankful. Through my friend I was in- 
troduced to him on the Lord' s day morning before 
he was to die. God excited the most earnest 
longing in my soul for his Salvation, immedi- 
ately. upon my seeing him. I felt a love for 
him far superior to fraternal affection. My soul 
was lifted up to God, saying within myself; 
#0 Lord, I pray thee, send me good speed this 
| day ;” ;> and I have reason since to believe that 
my prayer was heard. He expected that I 
should have preached to es: a regular sermon. 


I preferred conversation; and pressed him, 


with much affection, to unboxom himself to me 


without 8 


= 


„ =, oy 
without reserve. His heart soon met mine, and 
to the FRO” moment we were the truest 5 
The nature of te e crime uf gige was our 

first topic. His view of the eriminality of it was 
clear, both as it was a sin against society and 
against God. He never tried to palliate its guilt. 


8 
| Sin in general was our next. He not only ad- 
mitted that he was a sinner, in a common way, 


but his soul seemed to be labouring under the 


4 burden of his guilt, and trembling at the pain- ” 
ful idea of appearing at the bar of God; while, 


at the same time, now and then a faint hope of 


merey sprung up in his mind, which again 


yielded to the terrors of God. I have been toll 


that previous to this visit he was almost dis- 


tracted with unutterable apprehensions of eternal N 


misery; and he himself assured me that he had 
| formed a plan for committing suicide. Several : 


passages, which appeared proper on the occasion, a 


were suggested to my mind, upon which I was 


enabled to descant with A peculiar and un- 
common Teadiness. The nature of the co- 
venant of grace, the person, offices, and work 
of Christ, especially now he is exalted at God's 8 

| right hand; together with ſuch feeling g as 
1 renewed persons have; occupied our. attention 
the greater part of the time. He seemed to 


ein 


Bs 1 like an interested man, and ere the | 
Word with all readiness of mind. Now and then, 
when any thing particular to his case was ſug- 
gested, his eye meeting mine sparkled with joy, 
and was instantaneously filled with the beautiful 
tear of genuine sorrow before his God. Hy- 
pocrites never weep like Dawson. He never 
trove to weep. His mind was too great to aim 
at $queezing, out a lying tear. His tears al- 
Pays flowed most when his hopes began to rise 
upon the merits of his dying Lord. Happening 
to mention this saying of Abram's, Lond 
God, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit 
1 it?“ he quickly saw its beauty and force. 5 
explained the manner in which God satisfied, | 
Abram's serious enquiry, and how God satis- 
| fies the souls of enquirers after their interest in 
him now, by giving the earnest of the spirit in 
tbeir heart, and what that was. He had now a 
_ . newtrain of thought. He turned within huaſelf to 
examine, and said, Now I have hope; I think 
tit impossible to feel what I do for my smfulnes = 
before God, and my desire of salvation through | 
my Saviour, if the Spirit of God had not inffu- 
enced my heart thereto: 5 adding, * he thought ; 
wdae might humbly su he had been born again 
©: in _ Hann for, diving. and eternal things 
: | FO to Tru een . 
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„ 

ippeated in u light quite new, and affected him - 
in a different way since he came there.” After 
giving him the best advice I could, I 3 


_ with him, and retired, promising, at his request, 
to see him every day to the end of his short 
course. Many prayers were offered up, with | 


tears, by a number of Christians that day; 80 


tat it could not but strike us as being some- 
what singular. The next morning I found 
him calm and composed, relying on the grace 


of a merciful Redeemer. Our conversation was 
very interesting; and convinced me, more than 


5 before, that God had visited him in mercy. One 


8 saying of mine, however, rather startled him. 


I told him that there was one thing which he : 
| had forgot, which was absolutely necessary, n=" 1 
| of greater magnitude than the salvation of bis 


Soul; namely, the worthiness of Jesus Christ to 
be forever glorified, and to be beloved infinitely | 


1 above ourselves. This led us to consider the views 


and employment of the heavenly inkabitants. 
I dwelt upon that text for some time, while his 
whole soul was wrapt up in the delightful 


"theme, © Beloved, now are we the sons of God, 
andi it doth not yet appear what we shall be; but 


we know that when he shall appear, we we shall be 


e him, for we shall see him as . is.” This 


ee set t all his Passions | in a flame. He 
| 3» seemed 


6 — — — ON — — — 


tak 


seemed to himself now to have entered the i in- 
terior of religion; and it appeared to his mind 


adorned with infinite beauty and loveliness. His 


taste was gratified, and his heart expanded. He 
had before thought religion and an interest in 

Christ necessany, but now it had heaven in 

it to him; he longed to see infinite beauty 
and glory in the Saviour's face, and to enjoy 

the sweets of conversation with eternal wisdom 

in his adorable person. He now wished to bow _ 
before the sacred throne, perfect in holiness, and to 

rejoice in the presence of supreme excellency in 
God. The following day was a very comfort- 


able one indeed to him: he was all life and joy. 


The idea of the resurrection of the body gave 
bim the utmost pleasure, so that he triumphed = 
ouoer death and the grave, as he had before done 

over hell, thy ugh Jesus the conqueror of them 

is the whole conversation of each 

day can by no means be fully related, it maß 
suffice to give the state of his mind each even- 

ing, from Monday to the day of his death, from 

his own letters to me. They were sent for the 
purpose of relieving the anxiety of my mind on 

his account; as well as to intimate whether an- 

bother visit on the ſame 4 was indispensibly 


all But, 


. wee 


. FAY a 


-  * 9 
c "My CRT "OY | 17 082.5 09790 i) 
III is true you habe not kek r me 


long; a ey hours only have we been apart 
but I wish to see you again already—it is hows 


from whom: we derive the most comfort and 5 
pleasure. Indeed, my dear Sir, 1 5 Never from so 


an attachment for man, as I have for you at 
this moment nor have 1 ever $0 highly esti- 
mated the great privilege of repentance, as 


comfort in my miserable confinement. I feel 
great, and J trust Just, hopes, that he who came 
to scek and to save the chief of sinners, has 
gouglit, and will save me. Notwithstanding the 
gloomy and affecting predicament" in which 1 


when, although in possesion of all the pleasures 
(or rather follies) of this world, I was estranged 
from my great and Almighty God, and conti- | 
nualhy tormented with the pangs of conscience, 8 
and the apprehension of punishment; from 
which, through the mercy of God, and sincere 
repentance, I trust I am in part free, and shall 
shortly be wholly 80, to join in adoring that 
merciful Being, who, though dwelling in the 
8 heavens, yet regagys with Wa com- 
| Placency | 


ever natural to wish for the society of those 


short an acquaintance, have ever felt so sincere 


Since I have had occasion to take hope and 


now stand, it is much preferable to the time nt 
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placeney the bumbie and contrite heart; and 
who hath in his word assured us, that ** there is 
Joy in heaven, over one sinner that Tepenteth, 
more than over ninety. and nine just persons 
who need no repentance.“ Our mutual friend 
Mr. U. called upon me soon after you left me, 
and as he cannot possibly see me tomorrow let 
me entreat you will if possible favour me with 
another visit at the usual time. Had I not de- 
rived much comfort and instruction from your 
conversation I should not ask this. 1 trust your 
health will permit you again to see the, afflicted, 
at the time before mentioned. —Your good wife 
who though J am not acquainted: with, I beg to 
5 be remembered to in the kindest manner; and 
in hopes of seeing g you tomorrow believe me : to 
be, dear Sir, 


13 


8275 Vour affectionate friend in Chiist, 
| State Side, Newgate. | | oe 9 
| June 2, 180. 60 Gseieh Dower, 


f 


e following evening he wrote thus 4 


LED M DEAREST Fürkxp, . 


e OUR cal ang Sd friend 
Mr, P. has 500 left me long his joy at seeing 
me so composed and resigned appeared to an 


excess this has given. me additional and secret 
pleaſure 


tl 


in 


L * 
nleasure. There are many in the world, wh "Y 


were they to see me, would be pitying' my case; 
perhaps think me tod miserable a being to look 


circumstances. Oh! but that would be because 
would thus express themselves are strangers to 


peace which indeed none but God can give. 


have reached, and I trust will save me. Excuse, 


7 


the fervent prayer of, my dear friend, 
Tour 8 eee in Christ, 


The next . was the night. before his death; 
k in | which he thus expresses himselt: T 


et „ Ds: 1 : 


upon; and say, Thank God, I am not in his” 
they know not my inward thoughts; they Who 
the joys of my soul. I have peace within—that 


What would become of me without an interest 
in Christ! Oh! none but Christ can save me _ 
his boundless goodness and unfathomable love 


my dearest friend, my saying more, as I have a 
person just come to take his last adieu of me. 
Our time is short here, but we only part, 1 hope, Ft 
to meet again soon in everlasting joy. Com- 
mend me to your good and kind consort, whom 

I expect to see on the morrow. Until then, 
God of his infinite mercy keep, protect, and 
bless you both, and also your young ones, 'W 


Tu 3 1800. LY Joux Osnonx Dawsox." 
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promised forgiveness. My most unfeigned fe. 
hs pentancel have put up to him, and I hope and 
trust it will be accepted by him, that I may en. 


5 Father. It occurs to me that on the morrow | 


te, 


2 Mr n DEAR 8 1 
e d AEN Lit down to tell yu 
what 1 feel; and will begin by saying, that 
though death is not a desirable companion, yet, 
as we are to meet his sting tomorrow, it docs 
not appear to me to carry that dread with it, 
that I some little time since thought it did. ] 
aw about to enter a country I am unacquainted 
with, where 1 shall be eternally happy or ever- 
lastingly damned the former, what a pleasing 
thought! the latter, how horrid! Through sin. 
cere repentance and -a firm reliance on our 
blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, we are 


joy the blessings promised by his heavenly 


shall say, as Abram did. Lord God, how hal 
I know that” (through sincere repentance in 
Jesus Christ) „ shall inherit it?” «a Shall be 
saved f) To thee, my God and Saviour, I conr 
mit and commend my soul: *tis thine; thou 

hast redeemed it. It has just occurred to my 
mind, that you may wish to be satisfied that! 
die in Wer faith, and that J hope to be 


4 N by our blessed *. to enjoy with 
ut 


EL 38 1 


bim everlasting life. In that case, turn over in 
your mind what sign you would wish me to give 
you just before I am launched into eternity, and 


it will I doubt not be done. I feel myself some- 


; what fatigued, excuse then more at present | 


7 5 but commend me to your good wife and nin, | 


| and Lam, as before, my dear friend, 


Your 8 affectionately 1 in Chrbt, 
1 is: 21 Joux oben bares 


* KY "i wrote $I other letters to | 
- — 4 friends, which I doubt not breathe a like 
Spirit. He took every opportunity of preaching 


| faithfully, to all who came in his way, re- 


c 


IJqus Christ, 50 that several of his former com- 
bpanions heard the word of the Lord through 
him. The souls, also, of his tellow. sufferers (for 
seven others were executed with him), were 
much upon his heart, so that he could not 
- be easy till he had sent, more than once, to 


them, respecting their preparation for eternity; 5 


| 5 and he made a point of praying for them also. 
The fatal day ar rived. I was in the court, adja- 


8 cent to where he was confined, at five in the morn- Te 


E ing; ; and heard him ang the e who slept with 


1 
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him closing their morning service with singing, 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,” &c. 
On entering I found him in a sweet frame of 
mind; serene, and unclouded. Good morn- 
ing, my dear Dawson, said I, © how is it with 
Fou now . “Very well,“ replied he; I am 
happy; I verily believe this will be one of my 
best days, and that as my day is, so my strengtn 


| will be.” After shortly dispatching all his tem- 
pPoral matters, we betook ourselves to prayer. 
. It was a solemn, and yet a delightful season. 
Prayer was sweet and reviving to us both. 


Me break fasted about six, and our conversation 3 | 
was very pleasant. He repeated some hymns _ 
| which he had selected, with strong emphasis. + 5 
I Shall never forget the manner in which he re- 
3 these three verses out of a hymn of 
mine; supposed to be the annuus; of a —_— 4 
Spirit: in the presence of Christ: 1 


« That blessed One. who fills ins throne, 8 
2 And Shines with matchless splendor now; 
Whom majesty and light adorn, | 
And seraphs at his footsool bow; : 
I That glorious Jesus whom I 8e, _ 
: Stoop'd down to earth, and dy'd for me. 


* 70 4 a 9 — 
9-9. — 5 — CoA 9 
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. 'Tis he wh falls all 3 n with joys, RTE 
And smiles eternal spring around; 7 6 
Who ev'ry heav'nly mind e e n 
And blesses all the happy ground;  * 


| Who came from heav'n my soul to free, 
Bow d his dear head, and dy'd for me. 


„O! how I love that glorious Lord, 
Whose beauties charm my ravish'd heart; ; 
Worthy to be belov'd, ador' . 
Is he who bore, for me, wach smart: 
That I might have felicity, 


He groan'd, HE: bled, and e for x me. 


e of 1 erte Wu was that 
upon mercy, beginning with, — Thy mercy 
my God is the theme of my song — and his re- 
5 petition of it determined my choice of the pas- 
age of scripture which we have been consider- 
5 He had also, he told me, been recre-„ 


ting his mind with © Vital spark of heavenly . 
flame as well as many. others which we need 
not name. At breakfast he said, How many 
| there are, who, if they knew of our being here 
together, upon such a business, would ee 
that I should be in an agony of distress ; and 
that you would be as gloomy as death, upon 


this occasion. Blessed be God, there is no ne- 


| cessity for either the one or the other. I never 


enjoyed a breakfast like this.“ 1 had often ; 


talked with him about the manner and spirit in 


* which he should die. I had occurred to me, 


1 that the ee of 0 our r Lord would be the be. 
| „ : n 


. 
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cg we dd not forget others. 1 bad = 
_ quently urged. him to think of the lamb-like 
spirit in which the blessed Jesus went to an ig- 
nominious and violent death; and to connect 
that thought with the design of his death. 
We had both frequently repeated those words, 
He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as 


a sheep before her shearers was dumb, so he 


opened” not his mouth.” Lest this should be 
mistaken by any person, let me again say, it 
was in reference to the MANNER in which! 
wished him to die; ; not that he should consider 5 
his own death as a sacrifice, in any sense, except 
to the justice of his country. In order to this 
we read the history of our Lord's sufferings, 1 
: . and then again addressed a throne of grace. 
My heart Was much led out for him. I desired 
dim to pray. It should however be remarked, ©] 
that he had never been accustomed to pray at all, 
in any way, till he went to prison and certainly 
must feel embarrassed, in attempting to pray 
ertempore in the presence of a minister; yet he 
readily engaged. His prayer was composed 
; chiefly of short sentences, shot up, if I may so 
Ee speak, like darts to heaven. It was comprehen- 5 
dive and plain. He by no means confined bis 
prayer to himself. He remembered the Souls E 


* relations, his isfriends, his fellow sufferer 8, m myself 
a | ” and 5 


. 


| add 8 and * that * would ys 5 
sanctify his death to the conversion of many. 
We continued thus employed till he was called 
out to go to the chapel, where the Lord's supper 
was to be administered to as many of them as 
desired it. We had afterwards, till the time of . 
knocking off his fetters, much agreeable conver- 
sation, which was an earnest to me of his dying 
well. He bore with composure the bustling 
scene of preparation for the execution. His 
frame of mind during the tying of his hands 
was blessed, and appeared to me to have some- 
thing heavenly, about it. We walked some 
minutes with the others wh were to die at the 


same time, which both of us employed i in speak- Wy 

ing to them about the state of their souls, and 
giving them a word in season. At last the 1 
tolled for execution. He had before observed, 1 


think if 1 shrink at all, it will be at the tolling 
of the bell. ” He heard it, however, without 
dismay ; 5 and said, „There is the bell, but it hes 
no unhappy effect on me; the Lord, I firmly h 
believe, will not leave me, even to the mT - 
He went along praying. When waiting in the 
vestibule, till the executioner was ready, he be- 
gan to chant, © Have mercy upon me, O God, 5 
according to thy loving kindness ; according 
unto thy tender mercies blot. out my transgres- 
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| $ions. Behold, 1 was hapen in iniquity; ; and 
in sin did my mother conceive me. Purge me 


with hyssop and I shall be clean; wash me, 


and I shall be whiter than snow.“ This last 
verse I had taken occasion to explain to him, 
and in repeating it he kept his eye on mine, 
smiling, to make me sensible he had not forgot 
its interpretation. At the time of chanting it, 
he was moving to the scaffold. I was rudel7 
prevented going with him, as he desired. When 
be observed this he returned to the hatch, and 
putting out his hand to receive mine, said, 
Well, never mind it, God will support me 
without you, and we can part here as well. 
Farewell. We shall soon meet in a world where WiM 
Ve shall never be separated. Now to convince iſ 
you that I am quite myself, and know what! 
am doing, my mind is full of the sufferings of 
my Tandy and I wish to die like him. As 4 
lamb! As a lamb! As a lamb to the Slaughter!” 


He had then a smile upon his countenance, and 


Vith that smile he appeared to the people. Per- 
1 haps that might be the mm why some said he 
died „with unconcern.” It was 80 state d * 


„ the newspaper called the Times. I wrote to the 


editor upon the subject, and received a promise 


— from one of the proprietors of its bein g contra- 
dicted, but I believe it has not yet been donc. 


ry 8 he He 


. 


He mild it 18 true; and well he might, for he had : 
« obtained mercy.” In this spirit, and with these 
views, he was launched into eternity ! Fare thee 
well, my. dear Dawson; as long as I can think, 
II think on thee ; and embalm thy memory in 


| my heart! „ * 


So fell one of 651 sweetest * the Britich 
youth. No life could be more desirable, but it 
vas forfeited by sin, beyond a hope of recovery. 
K though his natural life was taken away, I 


verily believe that he is ply ee in 


the bosom of his God. 


Here then is another ame of mercy for a 4 5 


= pattern. O let us look, and love, . and desire. 


We are all Sinners, and stand in as much need 

of mercy as he did. CM us come, therefore, 

; | Face, that we may obtain 

= mercy, and find 3 © | help in time of need.” 

& Chiefly you who associated with him, or you who „ 

& vere his relatives, when he knew not God, this is 
aloud call, and a solemn warning for you. Flee 
from sin in time. Consider the wrath which 5 

| hangg4over your heads, , while you continue 


to the throne of 


without an interest in Christ. See, the God of 
love calls you to his merey in his Son. O! that 
| like Paul, you may become obedient to the 

| heavenly vision, and fly -to him with breaking & 


. hearts! Remember it was the dying N of 8 | 


* . 


T 60 I | 
© ur Hed that you. Should; it was his prayer 
for you all that you might be saved. Your 
2 are spared; his is cut off: but if yours be 
not spared for the purpose of seeking after God 
_ with; your whole heart, and of renouneing the 
world to walk with Christ, the time is coming 
When you would rather have been executed with 
him at Newgate, to have obtained mercy like 
bim, than to have lived a n more years, to we 
at last the second death! M 
: To. conclude; my dear ruſs men, mark the 
causes which led to the death of Dawson. 
Shun them. Kcep within bounds in point of | 
expendliture. Believe in God, whether you 
| brow rich or not, that he does all things well. 
Seek first the kingdom of God, and his righte- 
ousness, and all other things will be added unto 
. Believe me, When, as a friend, I assure 


vou, there is no solid enjoyment here below, but 
What lis found in a seuse of the favour of God. 
G od grant that we, being made the recipients of 
mercy through the blood of the Lamb, may be 
received at last into mansions above, into the 


Presence of God, here there are rivers of plex 


«* 


ates 0 evermore. 5 Amen. n 
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